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Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs (Media) 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Room 645F, HHH Building 
200 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Re: Freedom of Information Appeal 
CaseNo.2006-0141RE 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This letter is an appeal of a decision by the Department of Health and Human Services, refusing 
to release information requested under the Freedom of Information Act. 

The information at issue was requested by the undersigned on behalf of the Center For Medicare 
Advocacy, Inc., on August 25, 2005. The request letter was directed to the Center For Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS), and sought documents related to videoconferencing (VTC) that 
were reviewed by the agency in designing and establishing the Medicare administrative law 
judge hearings conducted by VTC. 

By letter of March 8, 20065, Robert Eckert, Director, FOI/Privacy Acts Division, Office of 
Public Affairs, informed us that 7,159 pages were being withheld under a claim of exemption 
based on 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5). 



Exhibit L 



CENTRAL OFFICE: P.O. BOX 350, WILLIMANTIC, CT 06226 (860) 456-7790 FAX (860) 456-2614 
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Executive Director 
Office of Public Disclosure 
April 7, 2006 
Page 2 



We ask you to provide descriptions of the documents for which you assert this exemption 
together with explanations of the bases for your deliberative process claims. If you have any 
questions about this appeal, please contact me. 

Yours very truly, 




'Sally: 
Litigation Group 



